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with Power Documents.President Donald Trump is considering a major expansion of his war with
North Korea, setting up another, potentially controversial, summer of conflict in the Korean
Peninsula. Trump has called North Korean leader Kim Jong Un an “old fashioned, madman” and a
“sick puppy” who has been “behaving very badly” since he took office in January. He also has
threatened to “totally destroy” North Korea if it attacks the United States or its allies. Trump is
coming to the political question of whether to respond militarily with an eye on the 2020 elections.
At a U.N. Security Council meeting on North Korea on Tuesday, Trump sought to counter what he
sees as a lack of serious efforts by other countries to deal with the nuclear threat posed by North
Korea, which has more than 100 nuclear weapons. He defended his January threat to “totally
destroy” the country. “We have to be very, very strong,” he told the U.N. body. Trump has called on
China and other countries to increase sanctions on North Korea. But he has seemed unwilling to risk
the sort of direct military confrontation with Pyongyang that would risk U.S. soldiers in the region.
In the months leading up to the U.S. elections, Trump has warned that a North Korea with a nuclear
arsenal would pose a grave threat to the United States. He has denied for months that a war with
North Korea is a real possibility. But in recent weeks, Trump has been sending signals that it’s time
for a decisive response. He’s stood back as North Korea has launched dozens of missiles that experts
have said are intended as the first shots of a war. It now appears Pyongyang may be going for a
weapons test on or near May Day, which is Friday. On Monday
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